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October 17. This morning I have finished M. Aurelius's
Thoughts. ... It is the noblest and sincerest book of
spiritual life outside Christianity; indeed I do not know
what Christian book of the kind can be placed higher.
Not, I think, the Imitation: for its extravagances and want
of grasp of things as a whole is too great a set-off against
its beautiful piety. And we live among men and women
as M. Aureiius did, not among monks as Thomas &
Kempis did.

November 23. Read before dinner Chaucer's Dido in
the Good Women. How prettily human he is; and how
far from

Thou majestic in thy sadness

at the doubtful doom of human kind,

December 21. Mowbray Donne told me a good story
yesterday. A clergyman begins a sermon on the Creation
with " Man was made perfect, and he .. ." At this point
he is called away on business, and a friend enters his study,
sees the open manuscript of the sermon, and continues
it: " Man was made perfect and he ... would have re-
mained perfect, but she ..."